
Paws of Allegiance

IN THIS  ISSUE

BAY AREA'S FIRST 
AMBASSADOR DOG

Ewen, Nina, and Kerry

3 MATCHES AND 3 NEW
FACES

Summer 2022 Newsletter - Southwest Region

PUPPIES-IN-TRAINING

P A W S   O F  A L L E G I A N C E S U M M E R   2 0 2 2

By: Randi Tuell, Advancement Associate
3 Matches and 3 New Faces

In August 2021, we had the honor of placing three of our Service Dogs
with their forever Warriors. These successful graduates created space in
our organization for new puppies. San Diego now has three new dogs in
our pack and we are so excited to share their journey with you. 

The first to arrive was Kerry, a golden
retriever and labrador mix who fit
right in from the moment she arrived.
Kerry is now 10 months old and
absolutely loves training and learning
new tasks. She is very eager to please,
intelligent, friendly with dogs and
humans, and has such a great
personality. Next to join the pack was
Ewen, another sweet-tempered golden
retriever and labrador mix. 

Ewen has such a gentle personality and continues to grow confidence
with her training. She is 7 months old and has come far in her training.
Our third member to replace a graduate’s spot is Nina, a black labrador
who is just 2 months old. Nina already has a lot of personality and that
wonderful puppy energy. She loves people and interacting with her
trainers. We are so excited to watch her progress over the next couple of
years. These three have been a great addition to the San Diego team and
we look forward to seeing the impact they make on Warrior’s lives. 

PAWS ACT:
GROUNDBREAKING
OPPORTUNITY



Bay Area Ambassador Dog, Schatzie

San Diego Service Dog-in-training, Nina.

Bay Area Service Dog-in-training, Oakley.
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Schatzie officially returned to the Bay Area office this May as our
first official Ambassador Dog! Schatzie’s return comes at a time of
immense growth for the Bay Area site, allowing her arrival to
immediately assist in spreading our mission throughout the Bay
Area as much as possible. 

By Olivia Hughes, Advancement Associate
Bay Area’s First Ambassador Dog

As an Ambassador Dog, Schatzie will continue to use her Service
Dog training to not only educate the public, but to continue to
help Warriors through canine-assisted therapeutic programs.
Since returning, Schatzie has helped approximately 40 Warriors
through our Social Therapy program and Canine-Assisted Warrior
Therapy®. Additionally, Schatzie has already attended many
different events and presentations, helping to educate hundreds
about our programs and impact. Her command demonstrations
have assisted in bringing awareness to the importance of our
cause and furthered our mission. As we continue to grow, we are 

grateful for Schatzie’s assistance in displaying
the importance of our mission. We look
forward to what the rest of the summer has
to offer! Puppies-in-training

 By Olivia Hughes, Advancement Associate

This Summer has been full of exciting changes for the
Southwest region, including the arrival of two new
puppies! We would like to introduce Nina and Oakley,
our region’s newest Service Dogs-in-training. Nina was
placed with our San Diego site in June and has already
attended her first Canine-Assisted Warrior Therapy®
and Social Therapy sessions, brightening up the room
for everyone involved with her constantly wagging tail.
She is extremely smart, learning “nudge” in only a
week and making immense headway with “light” and
“lay on”. We can’t wait to watch Nina’s constant growth
and progression through her training, knowing her
love for meeting new people and quick advancement
through her training will help her to change so many
lives.

Oakley is a new addition to our Bay Area site, joining
the team alongside a new trainer in July. Within his
first few weeks, he has already begun to bring joy to
VA staff members, as well as PPH volunteers, and
staff. His sweet presence brings joy to all who
interact with him. Oakley will eventually join Lofty,
Bay Area Service Dog-in-training, in helping our
Warriors through Canine-Assisted Warrior Therapy®
and Social Therapy sessions. Through CAWT® and
Social Therapy, Oakley will provide life changing
therapy for Warriors throughout the Bay Area. As
we welcome these new puppies to our region, we
are reminded of the countless Warrior lives they are
bound to touch. 
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PAWS Act: Groundbreaking Opportunity
By Claire Richardson, Advancement Associate

Many of our readers know Paws for Purple Hearts is
dedicated to Veterans and our programs are
exclusively offered to them, but this year we are taking
it one step further from participating in the PAWS Act.
You are probably curious as to what the PAWS Act is all
about and what it entails? Well we are here to break it
down and give you all a glimpse into the science
behind our Service Dog Programs!

 have been recommended by a professional mental
health care official to participate in the therapy
offered through programs such as ours.Of the five
sites authorized, two of our PPH sites out of the five
were selected: PPH Alaska and PPH San Antonio!
PPH agreed to participate in this five year volunteer
program to help prove just how life changing these
dogs are to our Veterans and why it is important to
continue to promote the Service Dog Industry. 
 Within this five year training program through the
VA, our two facilities are proving to the world and
our government that Service Dogs do make a
difference in the lives of wounded Warriors which
has been our mission from the very start. 

 Paws for Purple Hearts and the other organizations
within this PAWS Act are here to show through various
studies and research over the course of these five
years just how much it matters. We cannot wait to
share with you more on this phenomenal opportunity
and the impact that it will make. Since we are
receiving no funding from the government for
providing this program to Veterans, we are more
grateful than ever for contributions to our
organization from donors like you! 

Ruther Glen 
Dog-In-Training, David

San Diego Site Dogs

The PAWS Act was brought about by a new bill enacted
by Congress and signed by the President of the United
States. It had previously been presented to Congress
back in 2016 and has gone through many
reconstructive changes over the last six years. It is now
called “Puppies Assisting Wounded Service members”
(PAWS) for Veterans Therapy Act. This act requires the
Veterans Affairs Administrations to implement a five-
year program that offers Veterans suffering from Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder the opportunity to train with
Service Dogs as a portion of their complementary
health program. This allows eligible Veterans
registered through the VA health care system that 
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