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Pawsome Expansion

By: Claire Richardson, Advancement Associate

As Paws for Purple Hearts continues to grow and provide services to
Warriors throughout the United States, we are excited to announce the
opening of our new Northwest Regional field site in the Seattle/Tacoma,
Washington area.
Many of our donors, volunteers, and readers know that Paws for Purple
Hearts has already been serving the Northwest region through our
Anchorage, Alaska operation.
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Cont. Pawsome Expansion

The implementation of Canine-Assisted Warrior
Therapy® and Assistance Dog placement in the
Northwest have been extremely successful, however
the need our Warriors have for these life-changing
programs is larger still. For this reason, Paws for
Purple Hearts is proud to bring its programming to
the large military community in Washington.

Cassidy and Ericson

PPH "E" Litter Ericson

Leading the opening of this new facility is Bergin
University of Canine Studies Masters of Science
graduate, Cassidy Cooley. Cassidy is a United States
Marine Corps Veteran and comes to us with many
years of experience within the Assistance Dog
Industry. With multiple years of training under her
belt, we are delighted to have her assist with the
expansion of Paws for Purple Hearts. Cassidy is
extremely excited to facilitate the opening of this new
location in the Seattle/Tacoma area with Ericson, one
of the puppies from the PPH “E" Litter.

In addition to this growth in our Northwest Region, in the near future, Paws for Purple Hearts will also be
opening new locations in our last two untouched regions in the United States: the North-Mid and Northeast. We
plan to expand into Detroit, Michigan for our North-Mid location. We are planning to open our Northeast site in
the New York/New Jersey area. It is our mission here at Paws for Purple Hearts to bring these therapeutic
programs to Veterans and Active Duty Service Members throughout the country, and with these openings, we
are furthering this mission. You can help in many ways. Please consider telling any Warriors you know who
might benefit from our services about our programs or just help spread the word in your general community
about the difference we make. You can also stop by your local VA and ask them to contact us to find out about
how we can work with them to help their Veterans recover from PTSD or TBI. If you are near one of our sites,
please consider volunteering with us. You can also help by donating or by purchasing items on our Wish Lists.

Follow Paws for Purple Hearts on Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter and Instagram
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What It Takes To Become A Service Dog
By: Dani Garroutte, Advancement Associate

Becoming a Service Dog has many moving parts, more than some may realize! Our dogs at Paws for Purple
Hearts undergo training from the moment they are born and through the first two and a half years of their
lives. The moment our young Service Dogs-In-Training are born, they become immersed in their training
regimen. Our puppies are introduced to different textures and learn to socialize with people from a very
young age. Understanding this allows the pups to be comfortable with different environments and types of
people, which will enable them to adapt to more stressful situations and settings in the future. Around this
time frame, our puppies-in-training also begin learning basic commands like “sit” and “touch.” Once our
puppies reach 8 to 12 weeks of age, they are sent to their primary trainer at one of our various sites. They will
spend the next 2 to 3 years learning over 110 commands to assist a future Warrior facing mobility challenges
or needing psychiatric support. We not only place Service Dogs, but we also place Facility Dogs and Specialist
Therapy Dogs. Facility Dogs spread love and joy throughout a health/human services care facility and may
roam a Veterans Affairs (VA) medical center, a military hospital, or a similar facility with a handler. Specialist
Therapy Dogs are utilized in the course of clinical work to provide therapeutic benefits and improve the quality
of care for patients in the office or while making the rounds. You can learn more about Service Dogs on our
website pawsforpurplehearts.org or the Assistance Dogs International (ADI) website
assistancedogsinternational.org.

Sergeant was placed as a Service Dog in 2021

To donate, text PURPLEPAWS to 707070 or visit www.paws4ph.org/donate
P A W S

O F

A L L E G I A N C E

S P R I N G

2 0 2 2

South-Mid Region
San Antonio Updates

How to Get Involved

By: Dani Garroutte, Advancement Associate
There is more to Paws for
Purple Hearts than just
training Service Dogs. Our
organization has abundant
opportunities to make
meaningful contributions to
the community as a volunteer.
Our San Antonio site offers a
variety of options like Puppy
Parenting, Volunteering,
becoming a Fundraising
Champion, and more!
We offer a variety of programs
for our community members
to join us when their busy
schedules permit.

We love our amazing San Antonio Volunteers

For example, our Puppy Parenting program is one of the most immersive volunteer opportunities we have at
our organization. Volunteers who take part can be an influential part of our Service Dogs-In-Training. Like any
working professional, our pups need a break now and then, and Puppy Parents provide a perfect opportunity
for that. Once the required training with our trainers is complete, Puppy Parents are allowed to host a Service
Dog-In-Training for a time, whether over the weekend or an overnight stay during the week, and provide an
environment for our dogs to relax for a short period. We often like to describe it as our dogs are in college
and are going to their Aunt or Uncle’s house for a quick vacation. Not only is this an excellent opportunity to
take a break, but our dogs learn how to behave in different home environments.
General Volunteer options are also available to those who may not be able to commit as much time as
needed for Puppy Parenting. Volunteer opportunities range from assisting with cleaning around the facility to
exercising and implementing enrichment activities for the dogs or even participating in community events
alongside us and to help promote our program. Volunteering also ties right into our Fundraising Champion
opportunities as well. Fundraising Champions are a more virtual and remote option that allows our
participants to reach out to their local community and fundraise on our behalf. Becoming a Fundraising
Champion opens up more avenues for connections with our local community that we may not have had
relationships with before. There are a handful of options for our friends and peers who want to volunteer and
be a part of us fulfilling our mission.

Follow Paws for Purple Hearts on Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter and Instagram
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Past Paws for Purple Hearts Graduates

Upcoming Graduation
By: Dani Garroutte, Advancement Associate
That time of year has come around again, and that time is Graduation. Paws for Purple Hearts San Antonio
will be hosting this year’s upcoming Client Training and Graduation Ceremony! Client Training is a two-week
training period where selected Warriors go through extensive training with their soon-to-be battle buddies
and begin creating their life-long bond. Client Training is an essential part of the graduation process for both
dog and Warrior. Our organization conducts an extensive process to find the best match between Warrior
and Service Dog-In-Training to ensure that the personalities of the dog and Warrior, their lifestyles and the
needs of the Warrior and capabilities of the dog match. Once that process is complete, both the dog and the
Warrior head to our Client Training, where they will learn how to work together to create a bond that will last
a lifetime. Our San Antonio team is incredibly excited to host once again and be a part of this fantastic
experience, and we hope our community will take part as well!

To donate, text PURPLEPAWS to 707070 or visit www.paws4ph.org/donate
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Paws for Purple Hearts
202 Red Horse Drive, Bldg 3
San Antonio, Texas 78226-1802

Paws for Purple Hearts
Bonita Bergin, Chief Executive Officer

Facebook: @pphSanAntonio
Instagram: @pphSouthMid

Board of Directors
Mark Quattrocchi, Chairperson
Dave Phillips, Secretary/Treasurer
Bonita Bergin, PPH President/CEO
Lt. Col. Jeffrey Camp (Retired), Member
Col. David Rabb (Retired), Member
Rob Rutherford, Esquire, Member
Roy Hurd, Member
Col. John Lemondes (Retired), Member

South-Mid Region
Regional Headquarters:
San Antonio, Texas

(210) 526-0100

National Headquarters:
Penngrove, California

(844) 700-7297

Paws for Purple Hearts is licensed by the Military Order of the Purple Heart and the
Military Order of the Purple Heart Service Foundation, chartered by an Act of
Congress for combat-wounded Veterans.

To donate, text PURPLEPAWS to 707070 or visit www.paws4ph.org/donate

