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Two New Training Centers!

PPH Center in Virginia Opened in August

B

ergin University of Canine Studies graduates
Alissa Berg and Heather Martin wasted no
time. Within weeks of graduation, the pair set
out to change the world, one dog and one Veteran at a
time. Their approach, however, is uniquely wonderful:
They opened a new office for Paws for Purple Hearts
in a temporary location in Ruther Glen, Virginia, in
August.

A

lissa and Heather started with three puppies-intraining. They plan to expand their program
soon to a full-fledged PPH program where they
guide Veterans who have Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, or PTSD, in training and helping to care for
the puppies. The puppies, Napa, Suzi and Chuck,
are focused on a lofty career goal: to become service dogs for Veterans with PTSD, mobility limitaby Betsey Jacobs
tions or other disabilities.
Continued on page 2.
ook out, Alaska, here we come!

PPH of the North Now
Operating in Alaska

L

Donning fleece booties and LED harness lights,
PPH service-dogs-in-training are headed to Fairbanks, Alaska to establish the northernmost Paws for
Purple Hearts program.
’m a speech-language pathologist, and I’ve been a
social/therapy dog handler and trainer for over 20
years. I had just finished the summer seminar program
at Bergin and made it back home to Fairbanks, Alaska.
It was late September, and I was walking through the
aisles of Safeway. My phone buzzed; the screen displayed “Bonnie Bergin.” What the ... ? Bonnie wanted
us to start a PPH program in Alaska. I was bursting
with excitement!

I

Continued on page 3.

PPH Awards 2 Grants Virginia, Continued
to Service Dogs UK

P

P

aws for Purple Hearts is proud to present two
scholarship grants to Service Dogs UK. Garry
Botterill, pictured above, a founder of the organization, received the first scholarship to attend Bergin
University of Canine Studies’ two-week Assistance Dog
Client Training in May 2015. The second grant will
allow a trainer from Service Dogs UK to attend the
full seven-week Service Dog Training Seminar in 2016
and take the Dogs Helping Veterans certificate course.
The trainer’s room, board and transportation will be
covered, as well as tuition for the training programs.
ervice Dogs UK rescues and trains dogs to be
placed, at no charge, with Veterans from the Armed
Forces and Emergency Services in the United Kingdom who have PTSD.
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articipation in training service dogs for fellow
Veterans has proven to be an effective therapeutic
activity for Veterans with PTSD. The work helps ameliorate the trainer-Veterans’ symptoms and provides a
sense of purpose.

A

lissa and Heather, with the help of volunteers
from the community, hope to eventually grow to
support 50 dogs-in-training at a time. Meanwhile, they
and their active puppies can be spotted around town
on field trips, training in Ruther Glen or searching for
a permanent home.

We Are Grateful for Your Support

Y

ou got me @ paws. Seriously.
Being an Iraq war veteran, I
understand firsthand how much
it means to a Vet, my dog Jasmine
especially, after the fact! Jasmine
helped me transition back to civilian (reality) life in a way no other
human could help. I gladly donate
$5,000 to Paws for Purple Hearts.
That’s because it works, hands down!
Adam N. Moskovitz

Alaska, Continued

In Loving Memory ...

P

aws for Purple Hearts is grateful to the family
and friends of Charles F. Dodge for their generous donations in his memory. Mr. Dodge, a
Veteran and a dog lover, passed away in January at the
age of 88. Mr. Dodge served in the Merchant Marine
during World War II. He later served in the U.S. Army,
Navy, and Coast Guard.

M

r. Dodge’s life of service did not end when he
left active military service. He was a teacher and
an elementary school principal and taught vocational
education at a correctional facility and in a job corps
program, was a member of the Masons and the Elks
and a Boy Scoutmaster, and he did outreach work with
sailors. His large family included a rescue dog, Tika.
Paws for Purple Hearts thanks this warm and generous
family for remembering us in their time of grief.

Wine Walk a Huge Success!
The Santana Row wine walk raised more than $3,000
for Paws for Purple Hearts! Many thanks to volunteer
Kim Worrall (pictured petting Webb, below) for her
hard work in organizing the event!

N

athan, a fisheries biologist, was working in the
middle of the Chukchi Sea (between Alaska and
Russia), and there was no way to reach him, but this
was an opportunity I knew we couldn’t pass up. We
soon were talking about how to make it happen.
athan completed the Bergin University summer
seminar in 2013. It was a life-changer for both of
us. Upon his return to Fairbanks, accompanied by Eric
(a release dog), we co-founded The Other Paw Assistance Dogs, a small volunteer-run nonprofit service
dog organization. Through this rewarding adventure,
we have built lasting relationships with supporters and
volunteers in the community.
athan has become the
regional director of
Paws for Purple Hearts in
Alaska, and I will serve as an
enthusiastic and very active

N

N

volunteer. Becoming part of PPH is a natural step in
our evolution, and we’re excited to begin this journey.
airbanks is home to Ft. Wainwright, an active army
base, and within 20 miles of Eielson Air Force Base.
Veterans make up 20 percent of the Fairbanks North
Star Borough, which means canine therapeutic intervention is a needed service. We are looking for a space
for the new facility and have begun reaching out to local organizations and health-care providers to find our
first supporters and participants so that we can begin
this important work!
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Congratulations,
Graduates!
Four Veterans Received PPH
Service Dogs in 2015

Ronald Poling and service dog Johnson, left; Dominic Macaya and
service dog Kyle, center; and Ryan Zarick and service dog Irai, top
right, graduated in December 2014. Chris Burnside and service dog
King, bottom right, graduated in May 2015

PPH Mission

Paws for Purple Hearts’ canine therapy program helps heal returning service members by teaching Veterans with Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder to train service dogs for Veterans with physical disabilities and combat-related injuries.

Visit us on the Web: www.PawsforPurpleHearts.org

Veterans Helping Veterans

